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December 9, 2016

Dear Mayor and City Council of San Jose,

EvergreenFriends.org urges that each City Councilmember vote to deny application 
GP16-007 for the following reasons:

1. Commercial development on Evergreen Valley College land prohibited

Approximately 10 years ago, the San Jose Evergreen Community College District 
(SJECCD) administration researched and found that the State funding for Evergreen 
Valley College land prohibits commercial development.  The current SJECCD Trustees 
are now ignoring the requirement.  

See Exhibits 1 and 2 below.

The applicant has referred to Cal Ed Code 81360-81382 as a basis to bypass public 
funding requirement.  However, it is well known that voter approved bonds that specify 
a purpose cannot be simply bypassed and then have the associated funds be used by 
the elected officials as they desire.  The voter approved State bond of 1962 shown in 
Exhibit 2 does not allow the bond funds to be used for acquiring land for private 
commercial development.

2. Insufficient land allocated for community colleges within the City of San 
Jose

There is insufficient land allocated for State community college service within the east 
San Jose region.  In a comparison to a neighboring school district, the amount of land 
needed for the San Jose region based on the population size is 436 acres. (920K/500K X 
237AC = 436AC)  The 27 Acres of this application are not surplus.  Rather, 
approximately 254 more acres are needed to serve the San Jose region.  (436AC-
182AC = 254AC)

Level of Public Education Service Comparison 2015

School District
Number of 
residents

Number of 
Degree 

Programs
Number of 

Sports Teams
Swimming

Pools
School
Land

San Jose Evergreen (SJECCD) 920K (approx) 76 11 None 182 Acres
Foothill De-Anza (FHDA) 500K (approx) 136 32 2 (Olympic size) 237 Acres

The land needed for community colleges is not merely only for buildings and parking, 
but needs to include area for extra-curricular sports for which the youth in the San Jose 
community are now being denied.



Under State law, SJECCD should be providing equitable services and facilities for San 
Jose residents based on population size.  The table above shows SJECCD bypassing the 
law.  This agency already receives equitable funding to assure such equality for City 
residents for the population size.  (Serrano v. Priest).  As such, the claim of needing 
extra lease income is without basis.  Moreover, SJECCD has contrived their College 
Master Planning process to ignore the population size needing served and bypass the 
Academic Senate input process as required by law.

3. City responsibility

Each of you are aware that a City must not perform an act for which City residents 
would then be denied equal State public education services and facilities.  Clearly, 
much more land is needed in the east San Jose region, rather than reduced, to assure 
equality.

SJECCD does not need the lease income to assure equal public education for City 
residents.  SJECCD is already equally funded as other school districts by State law under 
Serrano v. Priest.

As shown in the table above, there is a dire lack of public community college services 
and facilities being provided by SJECCD to residents living in San Jose.  Approving this 
application would be an act to enrich both a private commercial developer and the 
wayward local education agency applicant SJECCD.  Please do not associate yourself 
with the applicant in denying equal education.  Rather, please take a stand and demand 
that SJECCD acquire more land and provide equal education facilities and services to 
City residents.

Thank you,
Glen Wetzel
President, EvergreenFriends.org
email: info@evergreenfriends.org

EvergreenFriends.org supported a petition to the City Council for which over 
700 community members signed opposing the proposed private commercial 
development on public funded Evergreen Valley College land



Exhibit 1 - SJECCD board meeting minutes (1967) showing State funding of EVC land



Exhibit 2 - 1962 voter approved State bond for Junior College acquisition of land 
prohibits commercial use


